HOW TO USE THE INDEX

The index is a guide to organizations and agencies relevant to your area of interest. It
cannot substitute for careful review of the description in the Directory to determine it it
meets your information needs,

Organizations which cover a disorder or group of disorders have been indexed to the term
used for the disorder and, where applicable, to a broader category such as genetic diseases,
neurological disorders, etc. The description will tell you if the organization^ information
relating to education, employment, recreation or other topics of interest to individuals witft
this disorder or whether it is simply a source of information on the disorder and how to
cope with it.

Operations which are sources of information on all or many aspects of a field such as
medicine or behavioral sciences have been indexed only to these broad terms. Additional
information, particularly of a technical nature, can be obtained on specific disorders and
diseases under these inclusive categories.

Organizations are listed under those index terms which indicate a primary focus of the
group. For example, organizations which emphasize advocacy activities, civil "guts,
legislation, parent groups and similar activities are listed under those index terms. Many
other organizations also participate in the same activities as part of their general operations.
Likewise, organizations which deal with a specific population, such as children or severely
disabled persons, are listed under that term.

Groups and agencies whose information covers broad subject areas such as education or
employment with respect to all handicapping conditions are indexed under the subject area
and not under specific disorder terms. If you want all information related to epilepsy, lor
example, you would have to consider organizations indexed under epilepsy and under all
subject areas such as education, employment, etc,

All Federal agencies are marked with an asterisk for easy identification,

315ties are listed by state, with descriptions of programs and services.
